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building of a church ; there, the election of a repre-
rsentative is going on ; a little farther the delegates of
a district are posting to the town in order to consult
upon some local improvements ; or in another place
the labourers of a village quit their ploughs to
^deliberate upon the project of a road or a public
school. Meetings are called for the sole purpose of
declaring their disapprobation of the line of conduct
pursued by the Government ; while in other assem-
blies the citizens salute the authorities of the day as
the fathers of their country. Societies are formed
which regard drunkenness as the principal cause of
the evils under which the State labours, and which
solemnly bind themselves to give a constant example
of temperance.
The great political agitation of the American
legislative bodies, which is the only kind of excitement
that attracts the attention of foreign countries, is a
mere episode or a sort of continuation of that universal
movement which originates in the lowest classes of
the people and extends successively to all the ranks of
society. It is impossible to spend more efforts in the
pursuit of enjoyment.
The cares of political life take a most prominent
place in the occupation of a citizen in the United
States, and almost the only pleasure of which an
American has any idea is to take a part in the Govern-
ment, and to discuss the part he has taken. This
feeling pervades the most trifling habits of life ; even
the women frequently attend public meetings and
listen to political harangues as a recreation after their
^household labours. Debating clubs are to a certain
extent a substitute for theatrical entertainments : an
American cannot converse, but he can discuss ; and
when he attempts to talk he falls into a dissertation.
He speaks to you as if he was addressing a meeting;